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Accessibility is
Key

We want to make sure these
newsletters are accessible for you to
read in a way you prefer. We’ve got a
few versions ready to go but welcome any
request for a different version. Get in touch
if you need this in another format:
communications@capability.scot
Makaton and Spoken Video:
https://bit.ly/BPVideoIssue1
Large Print & Easy Read:
https://bit.ly/BPEasyRead1
Symbolised Version:
https://bit.ly/BPSymbols1
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Welcome!

Welcome to the first edition of the Bertha
Park Bulletin.
This will be a regular newsletter to bring
you the latest updates on our plans to
replace our Upper Springland campus
with a new facility to be purpose-built at
nearby Bertha Park.
We are very excited at the potential
opportunities a move to Bertha Park will
bring to our customers, their families,
relatives, and staff.

Why are you
receiving this?
You will all have received correspondence from
Chief Executive, Brian Logan, which outlined the
reasons for the move away from Upper Springland,
why the Bertha Park site has been selected and why we
believe this will be the most significant project Capability
Scotland has ever undertaken.
You will also have read and heard that we want to involve you in
all aspects of the design process and eventual move - and we want
to keep you informed as often as we can of new developments.
So, in this first edition, we can reveal a first look at how one of the bedrooms
at the proposed Bertha Park site could look. We can also announce that an exhibition
space on the project has been created at Upper Springland – and we invite you all to come along
and view it.
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Why do we have to move?

Although the quality of care at Upper Springland is outstanding, the premises
are now 40 years old and are becoming increasingly difficult and expensive
to maintain. There is also the need to protect against a future flood risk from
the River Tay, which, although a long-term threat, is only likely to intensify with
climate change.

Why Bertha Park?

It gives us the rare opportunity to start with a blank canvass to completely
re-imagine our services. Our aim is to deliver new models of housing and
care that will be the best to be found in the UK. It will be the most significant
and most complex project that Capability Scotland has undertaken. It is
also located close by just around four miles from Upper Springland – so
it allows us to maintain our important presence in Perth and build strong
links in the local neighbourhood.

What role can you play?

To help us with this task, we are totally committed to involving all those
with clear interests to play a fundamental part in the design process and
eventual move. Although we are at a very early stage in the process, we
want to provide reassurance that all voices and opinions will be heard.
We also want anyone with a concern or issue to raise this.

When will this happen?

Nothing is going to change immediately in terms of the care and services
at Upper Springland as any move to Bertha Park is likely to be in 2025
at the earliest. A process is now starting to develop the proposals for The
Bertha Park project so that these can be discussed by our Board, and if
approved, to be developed into a formal planning application.

5

6

A Look into the Future.
Although the plans are at an early stage – and we want to encourage
everyone to make a contribution to the final design – we are able to give
an early sight of how a bedroom at The Bertha Park Project could look.
Our architects – Anderson Bell + Christie – have created this mock-up to
show a potential layout and design of a typical apartment, including the
private outdoor space and large en-suite shower room.

Masterplan
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Site Location

The High Street

Open space and Lake

Bertha Park High School
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Existing Bedroom Plan

Example Ensuite Bathroom

Example Bedroom
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Proposed Layout Plan
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Have Your Say
The Bertha Park Project will be the
biggest project that Capability
Scotland has ever done. We want
to get it right.

some of the key areas that you
may want to have answered.

That’s why we want to involve our
customers, families/relatives and
staff now in every aspect of the
planning and design – so that they
can play a key part in determining
what the future will look like.

•

There are complex planning
requirements.

•

It would cause incredible
disruption.

•

There would remain a risk of
flooding.

•

To redevelop the site would
result in very high construction
costs.

•

The redevelopment of the site
would be unlikely to deliver
what customers need as a
result of the issues above.

This is your chance to say
what you value most at Upper
Springland; what are the best
aspects of Upper Springland that
we should protect; and what can
we do better to improve outcomes
to help our customers to live their
best life?
There is a Comments Box and
places to record your opinions on
the newly installed Information
Boards at Upper Springland.
Please do speak to us.
Meantime, here’s a short Q&A on

1. Why can’t we redevelop the
Upper Springland site?

2. You say Bertha Park will be
an exemplar – what does that
mean?
A new development at Bertha Park
will encompass sector-leading
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features, from building design
and construction methods to
models of care delivered. We will
be ambitious and aspirational
for our customers but also for the
community we will be a part of.
The proposed development will sit
at the heart of a new community,
with close links to schools, retail
units, libraries, gyms, GP surgeries
and nurseries and of course other
residents.
3. How long will it take for the
new service to be up and
running?
We don’t think we will be able to
move from Upper Springland until
2025 at the earliest.
This will depend on a number of
things including:
•

Making sure that what people
tell us they want we can deliver

•

Buying the land

•

Securing planning permission

•

Having all the money we need
in place

•

Undertaking the build

If you have anything you’d want
to tell us, please speak to one of
the management team at Upper
Springland or send a message to:
hello@capability.scot
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Capability Scotland delivers exemplary care,
support, and education for disabled children
and adults across Scotland.
We were founded in 1946 and have always
strived to be a major ally in supporting
disabled people to have full equality of
opportunity and participation as citizens of
Scotland.
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